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PARTICIPANT EVALUATION:

1.  Completed at summer workshop

2.  Completed at summer workshop

3.  Identify three specific differentiated instructional strategies and design/modify FCS lesson plans to incorporate the selected strategies.

4.  Provide a copy of the differentiated instruction lesson plans in Word format for sharing with other FCS teachers.

5. & 6. Following after each strategy below.

#1.  This tiered activity is for my dual credit DMACC Textiles Class (Marketing 332) on Natural and Manufactured Fibers; Chapter 3.  Classes are 43 minutes long on average.  This lesson can be used to differentiate similar topics in textiles, fashion or even to introduce a new chapter when there are terms, study questions, and various levels of learners.  It gives the learners more control in showing what they have learned to their peers.    

For all: 


- Introduce the chapter on natural & manufactured fibers using KWL & sticky notes.


- Correlate fibers with their properties for end-use requirements.


- Recognize various trademarks, logos, and names to market textile fibers.

Do All for a “C” grade


Select Two for a “B” grade
          Optional for an “A”













                      grade

1)  Define the 14 vocabulary terms.
1)  Check 3 textiles labels; bring

1)  Make a poster.

2)  Answer study questions (pg. 65)
   to class noting fiber, trademark,

2)  Make a power

    1, 4, 5, 6, 7, 10.



   country of origin & care.                           point to present.

3) 1-2 page report on natural or

2)  Assignment 3.2 (page 67).

3)  Make a window 

   manufactured fiber; summarize        
   Cut out 5 Ads & tell what fiber                  display.

   for the class; hand in.  Use web site:        & companies are promoting it.               4)  Make a bulletin
   fiberlink.com or other web site.

   Summarize what you see.                       board.
3)  Assignment 3.3 (page 69).

5)  Write a


   Which fiber would you use for                  newspaper
   the 14 comparisons?
                         article.

6) Make a tri-fold
   pamphlet.

5. & 6.  Implement the lesson and provide a summary of the results. 

I gave the class a week for this assignment.  I used 1-2 days of class time to use laptops for fiber research.  I used 1-2 days of class time for answering the study questions.  Most of the students could easily define vocabulary terms as homework.  Many used class time to search for ads and clothing labels.  Four students made posters, one a pamphlet and one made a window display to receive the “A” grade.  The rest of the students received the “B” grade for their work selection.  

Recommendations:            

I found many students were not prepared for this much “freedom in work time” and next semester I would check their work every few days for completion or assign due dates for each of the required items.  I found my higher academic students were the ones who did the extra work for an “A” grade.  I like this assignment because it is specific for my Textiles Class.  Since the DMACC instructor would not share her activities with me I find myself trying to make this dual college credit class “user friendly” for my high school students.  Since many of my students are not interested in going on to college to major in textiles, this assignment shows me that several students can be successful if they can follow directions, allocate their time, do their homework daily and not wait until the last minute to start their assignments.  Even with class work time, many students could not budget their time to finish in the week allotted. I felt it was worthwhile to better understand the required material and will add specific due dates for each assignment the next semester it is used.  

#2.  This instructional strategy is to support differentiation.  It is used in the high school foods and nutrition classroom after the study of pasta, grains, quick breads and yeast breads.  Class is 43 minutes on average.  Students will find a partner and then they will decide what they are going to present.  Partners work best for this if there are a large number of students.  I used this to summarize the study of pasta, grains, quick breads and yeast breads.    

TIC-TAC-TOE MENU for Grains & Breads 

	Compare Two 

 
	Photograph, Videotape 

or Film 

part of presentation
	Use a new utensil, 

appliance or new  

technique in Demo

	Show Serving Sizes 

from the FGΔ 
	Food Demo
	         Dramatize something 

to show 

        what you have learned

	Recipe Corner

Make a copy of several 

word processed recipes 

for class members
	Student Choice
	Poster, Pamphlet 

or 

Overhead 

Presentation


Directions:  Choose activities in a tic-tac-toe design.  When you have completed the activities in a row – horizontally, vertically, or diagonally – you may decide to be finished.  Or you may decide to keep going and complete more activities.

We choose activities # _____________, # ____________, # ____________, # ____________

Do you have ideas for alternate activities you’d like to do instead?  Talk them over with the teacher.

We prefer to do the following alternate activities: __________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Student signatures: ______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ Date ____________________

5. & 6.  Implement the lesson plan and provide a written summary of the results.

I used KWL for the beginning of the Pasta Unit.  We viewed the 15 Minute Noodle video.  We had the Culinary Institute Rep (Stacy Egeness) come and show how to make pasta and share other career opportunities.  We had a food lab showing how to make a white sauce then making macaroni and cheese.  We used a grain handout showing parts of the grains and brainstormed the many types of grains used for cooking.  Again, the KWL was used to show the knowledge level of quick breads.  The video Quick Breads was used to introduce the topic.  A Demo of the biscuit method and muffin method was shown for comparison.  Yeast breads were finally introduced by making pretzels and watching the Frugel Gourmet make Italian Breads.  We used the Venn Diagram showing the comparisons of yeast and quick breads.  At the end of each area of study, the KWL was filled in to show growth in learning.  Finally the Tic-Tac-Toe Menu was presented.  A week was used to showcase their presentations.     

Recommendations: 


The students had some very interesting presentations.  My goal was to get them to take hold of their own learning and they received 20 points for doing their presentation and 0 for not doing it or not showing up the day of their presentation.  Some used a Venn Diagram on the over head to compare yeast to quick bread, some used a new technique or utensil with ethnic breads in a Demo and others used recipes they had collected from the Taste of Home Magazine, to name a few.  Several used a family recipe to expand our collection of possible recipes for later labs or to be typed in our recipe booklet.  Most liked this opportunity to brainstorm ideas and present something instead of having a comprehensive test over the above units.  I like this Tic-Tac-Toe menu because it gave students an opportunity to present in front of the class and I feel they never get enough time to showcase their talents.  With a budget crisis, it gave me a chance to not buy food for labs because the students were to bring supplies for the foods they were to Demo.  One trade-off was not to make so many yeast or quick breads labs ahead but just introduce those basic breads for each unit and allow the students to make/show more recipes during their Demo.  If we had made too many types of bread before this Tic-Tac-Toe menu I feel the students would have gotten very tired of breads and grains in general.  This Menu worked out well for slow and faster paced students working in pairs.  It also worked to showcase ethnic breads or grains/recipes. This is a plus since we have many students living here in Ames that are from other parts of the world.

#3. This strategy is to support differentiation in a high school textile class of 15 students.  There are 14 girls and 1 boy and they are mostly juniors and seniors with a few sophomores.   The class is for dual credit through DMACC and is called Fabric Science (Marketing 332) for 3 college credits.  

Each Wednesday we have free sewing time because the Story County Consortium students do not come to class because we have a late start at Ames High.  I do not dismiss class for Ames students on Wednesday so they decided to have a free sewing period then.  My goal is for students to be able to work with fibers/fabrics they have studied earlier in the text book.  We have visited the fleecebymail.com business so the students can see how a fleece hobby worked itself into one of the largest on-line mail order businesses for fleece in the United States.  Some students crochet, some make fabric bags using upholstery samples and others just talk, sit and do nothing.  

We have decided to do a fleece fundraiser to make money for a field trip to the Mall of America which will take place December 16, 2004.  The fundraiser is to sell fleece hats that are very simple to make and require about 12” of sewing on one edge of the fleece.  We will also sell any other fleece scarves that are available (depending on what is made by the students) when we have our sale.  I decided to come up with a strategy to get all students involved at their own level of interest/ability.  Here is my differentiated strategy for my textile students:

Level #1.  All will thread the sewing machine and sew a sample of fleece to be approved by the teacher.

Level #2.  When finished with item #1 then go on to a basic 9” wide flat scarf using the rotary cutter and mat.  Fringe ends of scarf.  These will sell for $5.00 each.

Level #3.  When finished with #2 go on to the 22” square fringed fleece cap.  This uses the sewing machine and rotary cutter/mat.  These will sell for $7.00 each.

Level #4.  When finished with #3 go on to the 7” wide Boa Scarf using 4-layers of fleece.  This requires the sewing machine to sew the center of the 4 layers before using the rotary cutter to make fleece strips that look like feathers.  These will sell for $10.00 each.  This level is for the more advanced student and optional.

Level #5.  If done with all three fleece fundraiser items (#2, #3, #4) work on the fringed blanket that will be given out at the end of December for a needy family as a service project or bring in another project to be approved by the teacher.  The fleece blanket would sell from $25-65.00 each depending on the size (1-2 yards wide). 

Level #6.  An optional project approved by the teacher. This would be for the advanced learner.

5. & 6. Implement the lesson plan and provide a written summary of the results.


I asked students what they knew about fleece at the beginning of class.  Answers varied using the KWL strategy written on sticky notes.  I feel there can be hands-on sewing activities without having to use the sewing machines.  The more I research fleece, the more I find projects that can be mastered without using a sewing machine.  Because fleece is made from recycled plastic bottles and plastic grocery bags and since it does not ravel, it has different characteristics from woven fabrics. 


I have decided to use my love of polar fleece, a newer business in Ames called fleecebymail.com and the late-start Wednesday to work with this popular fabric called polar fleece.  This is not used for a sewing construction class but for a class that deals with textiles and the science behind it.  We do have sewing machines but sewing machines are not required for levels 2 & 5. 


There are various personalities and various reasons students signed up for this dual credit college class. In order to get all students to participate in a Wednesday hands-on lab experience, I have come up with different levels of participation so they do not just sit.  


  I will have a check list by the class roster so I can keep track of each student and the level they have progressed to.  In this way, they contribute to the fundraiser but may not be at the highest level on the chart but are at the level at which they can be successful.  They have the option of bringing in other handwork to share with the class that relates to the textiles they are studying.  

Recommendations:     

This strategy should have been in place at the very beginning of the school year.  I thought everyone would contribute to the fundraiser and I was wrong.  I have 3-4 students that just sit during each class and this strategy has eliminated that.  I have set up more sewing machines so there is no excuse for not using a machine, if the level requires it.  Even my one boy in class has taken it upon himself to learn to sew the hat and has made several of the hats at level 3.  He had not sewn since his 8th grade FCS Exploratory Class and has come up with several creative ideas to improve the boa scarf at level 4.  

The personality of the students and their teamwork will dictate how much they will get out of this hands-on fundraiser.  If budget is not a problem, each student could have the option of making a scarf or hat for oneself in addition to making more for the fundraiser.  Our students each pay a $5.00 lab fee and I will probably let each one pick an item from the fleece fundraiser to keep.  We will sell our fundraiser items at the end of November.  At this time we have made over 60 items to sell.  We will go to some of the basketball games in January to sell the last items that do not sell during the school day.  

Fleece needs to be sold during the cold weather or as a gift idea before the holidays.  I feel our solid colors of orange, black, white, red, hot pink and royal blue will sell since they are school colors for the local teams.  The fleece sewing directions I passed out at the IFCSEP Conference Round Tables this summer has come in handy for this project.  The students appreciated having a complete set of directions to refer to.  The directions are  basic and were made for my upper elementary/middle school gifted & talented students for our “Super Summer Program”.  See the attached fleece directions (below).

Fleece ‘n Pieces Facts
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Fleece started out as recycled plastic bags & milk jugs and most labels say it is 100% polyester.

Fleece is machine washable cool delicate, no chlorine bleach, tumble dry low, warm iron. 

*With the selvage running the length of the fabric, fleece will curl to the backside if pulled on the width (stretch) of the fabric.  

It is 58-60” wide, made in Taiwan.  Prices are as low as $3.00 on sale to $12.00/yd. at Quilt Shops.  

There is anti pill and alpine fleece in prints, plaids, solids & panels.
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Flip Flops – cut fleece 5 &1/2” long and as wide as desired for tying on sandal (1/4” or 1/2”, etc.) or cut 11” fleece pieces in half. Can use straight, wave, or pinking rotary cutter.  Add pony beads/buttons to fleece for variety.  Wal-Mart has $1.74 flip flops & check Hobby Lobby.  Finished they sell for $16-18.00.

Scarf for Cold Weather – cut fleece 9” long X the width of the fabric; cut into the selvage side several inches to make fringe for the scarf (remove the selvage).  1/4” wide fringe on scarf cut several inches long will curl if pulled with finger.  Plaid fleece makes a nice gift for guys.  Add pony beads to plain colors to add interest and knot the fringe to keep beads in place.  Sell for $5-7.50 minimum.
Boa Scarf used for Iowa Drill Teams or for school spirit scarves – use wave or pinking rotary cutter and cut 4 stripes of fleece 7” long X the width of the fabric.  Place colors on top of each other.  Sew a straight stitch down the center length of the 4 pieces to hold in place.  Cut the selvage edges to even up the boa since the bottom fleece stretches and becomes longer by sewing.  Can repeat that center stitch to make 2 parallel lines 1/4” apart on scarf for more stability.  Use wave or pinking rotary cutter to cut into the scarf perpendicular to the stitching lines about 1/2-1” apart through all 4 pieces of fleece.  Repeat the cutting process on both sides of the machine stitched lines to make the boa look like feather strips.  Take the boa outdoors and shake it to remove any fleece pieces (lint).  Sell for $10-15.00. 

Blanket – cut fleece 1 yard long X length of fabric for lap throw or baby blanket.  Add fringe to edges.

Cut fleece 1&1/2 yards long X length of fabric for adult lap or twin bed blanket.  Add fringe to edges.

Cut fleece 2 yards long X length of fabric to make a nice blanket for any adult or for top of queen size bed.  Finished 2-sided blankets of 1 yard sell for $25.00 minimum (add your expenses). See the fleecebymail web site for pictures of the blanket and tassels used to tie sides. 

To make the double-sided blanket: cut one solid color and one print/plaid of the same length each X width of the fabric.  Add 11” fleece pieces to outside edges using seam ripper and small crochet hook.  Space the tied pieces about 2 fingers apart using 2 pieces of fleece for each hole. 

Fleece Pieces (TM from Connections aka > fleecebymail.com  in Ames, IA) are made 11” long X length of the fabric.  Cut off selvage then make strips of fleece 3/8” using ruler and plain edge rotary cutter.  DO NOT CUT FINGERS!!!  A bundle can have 160-180 pieces selling for $4.00 at fleecebymail.com

The pre-cut pieces are also available at JoAnn Fabrics since September, 2004.

Pillow – use 14” or larger fleece squares and 10” fleece length X 3/8” to tie around the 3 edges.  Insert pillow or fiberfill then close off the last side of pillow to complete it using remaining fleece strips.  Trim fleece shorter if desired.  16” or 18” pillows are very nice as gifts to match the blanket above.  Very large squares are great for doggie bed pillows!

