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Course: 


Interior Design


1 term, block scheduling, 45 days, 88 minute class periods

Student Objectives:

· Analyze the impact of housing needs, wants, and values when choosing a place to live
· Identify human and material resources that influence housing
· Contrast different types of community environments
· Analyze the factors that should be considered when selecting a neighborhood

· Evaluate the importance of public services in choosing a place to live
Grade Level:

9 – 12

Time Needed: 


About a week is needed to complete the project. A weekend is needed to allow for securing supplies of poster board if desired. Two to three days in class will be given to work on this project. Two 45-minute sessions in the library media center (LMC) to do research and two 45-minute sessions in the LMC to use computers to create the brochure or make poster components will be given. Additional time will be designated as needed to encourage a quality project. 

Differentiated Instruction Strategy:


Students may work by self or in groups of two. Students may make pamphlet, poster or mailing. By allowing students to make these decisions, they are more motivated to do project.

Description:


Students are to imagine that they are trying to encourage people to move to the Williamsburg community to build a career, family and life. Students are to create a form of print material that will promote living in the Williamsburg community. The print material could be a brochure, a poster, a mailing, or a tri-fold display. Information discussed in class from Homes Today and Tomorrow by Ruth F. Sherwood, Chapter 8 “Choosing a Place to Live” will provide information. Answer the following questions to give information for print material. 

· What type of location is the Williamsburg community?

· How convenient is Williamsburg?

· What is the condition of the community?

· What are the people like in the community of Williamsburg?

· What are the public services available in Williamsburg?

· How safe is Williamsburg: What are the services that make the community safe?

· What are the schools like in Williamsburg? Does the community value education?

· What are the recreational services available in the community?

· What are the housing alternatives available in the Williamsburg community?

Students also need to prepare to give a presentation. The evaluators will be members of the business community and school. A newspaper editor, the new superintendent and new vice-principal were evaluators this year. Other suggested evaluators include Williamsburg city council members. Evaluators will be asked to choose their favorite project. 

Project Guidelines include: 


Print material must be: 

· Computer generated

· Colorful

· Grammatically correct

·  Informative – cover all of the areas / questions listed above

Two testimonials must be included – only one from a student / child

The attached rubric with point totals listed will be used for evaluation.

Evaluation: 


There was a high level of excitement and commitment to this project. Students enjoyed having the choice to work individually or with a partner. There were several students who chose to work alone. About half of the class made a brochure and the other half made a poster or tri-fold display. One group went around town and took digital photos of the community’s assets and used some on their display and some in a notebook that they made in addition to the requirements of the project. All but one student, a migrant student, completed the project. The results of implementing differentiated instruction were very positive. 


This project did an excellent job of linking the students, administration and community. Students showed pride in their projects as they completed their visuals and gave their presentations. Posters and tri-fold boards are on display at the public library helping link the school to the community. Families can view their student’s project in a public place and take pride in a job well done.


There was a misconception about what public services are. Next year I plan to initiate a discussion about what public services include, avoiding 

this misconception.  I also plan to have a city council member or the mayor as an evaluator, next time. 
