RAFT

A common writing assignment is an essay written by students for the teacher. Many students do not understand the need to explain the topic either very clearly or very completely. Some teachers often choose topics that are too broad in scope, and students become frustrated trying to decide what the teacher wants. Other teachers sometimes avoid writing assignments by saying they belong in “English class.”

RAFT writing is FUN and an effective technique that inspires students to learn more content material. RAFT can be used successfully in all subject areas.

RAFT is a system for making sure that students understand their role as a writer, their audience, the format of their work, and the expected content. These key elements are included in every writing assignment.
R:
ROLE  OF  THE  WRITER: who are you?. . . a soldier, a single parent, a blood cell, a 


calorie, a famous person, or a ripped-off consumer?

A:
AUDIENCE: to whom is this written?. . .  a parent, a child, a famous person, a 

historical person, or a store manager?

F:
FORMAT: what form will it take? . . . a letter, a journal, a speech, a memo?

T:
TOPIC + STRONG   VERB: Topics will be related to the concept or unit being taught. 


Verbs should plead, convince, or clarify. Example: Persuade a store manager to give you 


a refund on defective merchandise.



RAFT  EXAMPLE

RAFT for Family and Consumer Sciences

Culinary Arts-Safety & Sanitation

R:
Thanksgiving Turkey

A:
9-10th grade students

F:
journal entry or skit for class

T:
Thawing Safely

Look at me safe and sound in the grocery store freezer. I’ve been frozen solid for the past month. I have no illusions about what will happen to me though. I’ve heard about this time of year. Tomorrow is a big sale day. I wonder if someone will take me away. I hope whoever does takes good care of me. The others tell me that sometimes turkeys get left out on the counter to thaw because their new keeper doesn’t have time to care for them properly. Maybe mine will be here tomorrow and put me in the fridge until I thaw so I can be ready for the special meal. It scares me to think what will grow on me if I’m left out. Then I will be blamed if everyone gets sick, and who wants that on his conscience? Also, I hope they don’t pack me with all that bread. Sal would be sure to visit then, you know, salmonella, the biggest freeloader I know. We need to get to at least 165° F. to keep him out. Then we can have a nice, memorable meal with me at my best.

Practically all RAFT assignments are written from a viewpoint other than that of a student, to an audience other than the teacher, in a form other than the standard theme. It adds interest, creativity, and critical thinking to what could have been a dull writing assignment.
Specific Instructions:

1. All writers must consider all four components of every written assignment: Role, Audience, Format, Topic.

2. Brainstorm ideas about a topic. Select several topics from those presented.

3. After discussing a topic, have students come up with their own RAFT assignments.

4. Write RAFT on the board and list possible roles, audiences, formats, strong verbs that are appropriate for each topic.

5. Have students work individually or cooperatively in teams on a topic.

6. Use RAFT assignments at the beginning of a unit to discover students’ background knowledge or at the end of a unit to summarize main ideas or concepts.

7. Have students read their RAFT assignments aloud.

(Scoring) RUBRIC  FOR  RAFT
Possible Score




Criteria for RAFT
  (circle score)

13    14     15

Superb, excellent knowledge of topic, well-written; creative;




effectively included all required components.

10    11      12

Excellent, good knowledge of topic, well-written, included all




required components.

  7      8        9

Good job; average knowledge of topic; omitted some information




specific to topic; average written format; few errors in grammar 




or punctuation; included all required components.

  4      5        6

Fair amount of work; lacking in knowledge of topic; writing could




be more creative; lacks one or more required components.

  1      2        3

Incomplete or poor job; little or no knowledge of topic.

