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Summary of Differentiated Instruction:


Classrooms are filled with students with different needs and abilities.  Learning more about differentiation strategies has been a rewarding experience.  The FCS classroom is not exempt from a wide range of learners.  Sometimes it can be challenging and yet frustrating when a class ranges in ability from gifted and talented students to those with severe special needs.  


Most effective teachers modify their instruction to some extent.  Implementing differentiated teaching strategies is one method teachers can help better meet the needs of all learners in the classroom.  Teachers can differentiate content, process and product.


The Food and Nutrition Project was differentiated by content, process and the products students selected to showcase their learning.  I guided students with the selection of their topics, challenging the bright students to choose the more complex topics.  


Instead of having all students create a power point presentation or poster, students had a menu of products they could choose from to best suit their needs.  One of the key elements of each product was that technology needed to be used.  Each project had a specific rubric.


Overall, the students did a good job with their projects.  I appreciated the variety of projects students choose to complete.  The projects provided the opportunity for students to select a project that would focus on their strengths.  The puppet shows were very creative.  The power point presentations were excellent and I hope to download them to the school website.


Next time, I plan to do a better job discussing what a quality poster looks like to help improve the quality of work in this category.   I think that I will also give the students one more class period to work on their projects and focus more instruction on the quality of information students need to research for their project.


I have also tiered my Clothing and Textiles Project choices this year.  Students choose between three projects.  The choices range in difficulty.  Students could make a nine-patch pillow, drawing string backpack, or boxer shorts.  If students have already made all of the suggested projects, they can bring in work samples and the idea for an advanced project they would like to sew. During first quarter, this involved three students. 

 I found it frustrating to give the advanced students the opportunity to bring in their own patterns and project choices.  Two of the three students were able to complete their projects successfully.  The third student did not have the quality of sewing skills she portrayed that she had and selected a project way over her head.  It was frustrating to me because she was not willing to come in for extra help either.  Students just learning how to sew require a lot of time and attention.  I will rethink this aspect to the advanced projects for the second quarter.

I will continue to use differentiated strategies in my FCS classes.  There are many opportunities for implementing these strategies.  

Summary of Active Learning/Differentiated Learning Activities:

Strategy: Paper Wad Game

Class: 7th Grade Exploratory

Unit: Communication Skills

During my unit on communication skills, I teach listening skills.  The Paper Wad Game added a new twist to my active listening drills.  The students enjoy playing games and when they heard the name of the game, they were even more interested.  

First, each of the student made their own game board and paper wads.  I read the directions and we tried a test run.  I purposely read slowly so that all students would understand the directions to the game.  With each round, I went faster and faster.  

It was interesting to observe which students were able to keep up with the directions.  Other listening drills incorporated in the class include:  directions for a peanut butter and jelly sandwich, a draw start activity and an activity that students give directions on how to draw a picture with a partner.

Following the activities, we discussed what was challenging about the activity and strategies to improve listening skills.  I plan to use this activity again each nine weeks.

Strategy: Venn Diagrams

Class: 7th Grade and 8th Grade

Unit(s): Friendship (7) and Textiles/Fibers (8)

I choose the Venn Diagram strategy during my 7th grade lesson on friendship.  We compared positive and negative traits for friends.  I drew the diagram on the board and the students drew a diagram in their notebooks. I gave the students a few minutes to brainstorm their own ideas before discussing as a class.

The two overlapping circles of the Venn Diagram represented positive and negative characteristics of friends.  Some of the positive examples students listed include:  honest, trustworthy, and responsible.  The negative characteristics included things such as:  lie, cheat and steal.  Some of the things listed in the middle could be considered positive or negative.  

For example, the ability to keep a secret can be considered both.  We discussed that if a secret is harmful to themselves or others, you should be a good friend and tell a trusted adult.  Using the Venn Diagram also provided the opportunity to discuss peer pressure, drugs and alcohol.

In the 8th grade textile lesson on different types of fibers, I used a Venn Diagram to show the different types of fibers.  On one side of the diagram, we listed the natural fibers and their source and on the right side, we listed the different types of synthetic/man made fibers. This was a good visual aid for the students to see the classification of fibers.

I found the Venn Diagram strategy to be very useful. Many students are visual learners and this was a way to discuss and show information in a visual way for students to better understand the content.  This was a great way for students to take notes during a video on fibers too.

Other active learning strategies I have used this Fall include:  KWL (What Do I Know, What Do I Want To Learn, What Did I Learn), Bio Poem, children’s literature and service learning. 

